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casion to search therein. '/.'he minute book and other 
1·ecords and documents of every township of the second 
class shall be open to the inspection of any taxpayer 
thereof, his, her or its agent, upon request therefor. 

APPROVED-The 28th day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FISHER 

No. 32G 

AN ACT 

To amend section five, and section twenty-two as am.ended, of an 
act, approved the seventeenth <lay of May, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet J_,aws, eight hundred sixty
nine), entitled "An act providing for the organization, govern
ment, discipline, maintenance, and regulation of the armed land 
forces of this Commonwealth." 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That section five of 
an act, approved the seventeenth day of May, one thou
sand nine hundred and twenty-one (Pamphlet Laws, 
eight hundred sixty-nine), entitled! "An act providing 
for the organization, government, discipline, mainte· 
nance, and regulation of the armed land forces of this 
Commonwealth," is hereby amended to read as follows: 

Powers of the Governor 
Section 5. The Governor of this Commonwealth as 

Commanc:ler-in-Ghief shall have the power, and is herelby 
authorized and directed, to alter, increase, divide, an
nex, consolidate, disband, organize, or reorganize any 
organization, department, corps, or staff, so as to con
form, as far as practicable, to any organization, system, 
drill, instruction, corps or staff, uniform or equipment, 
or period of enlistment, now or hereafter prescribed by 
the laws of the United States and the rules and regula
tions promulgated thereunder for the organization and 
regulation of the National Guard!. For that purpose. 
the number of officers, noncommissioned officers, and 
enlisted men of any grade, in any organization, depart
ment, corps, or staff; may be increased or diminished, 
and the grade of such officers, noncommissioned officers, 
and enlisted men may be altered, to the extent necessary 
to secure, as far as practicable, such uniformity. Offi
crs rendered surplus by either the disbandment, con
solidation, or reorganization of their respective organi
zations, shall be placed! in the National Guard Reserve, 
or such officers may be held as supernumerary officers 
during the unexpired portion of their respective com
missions, at the sole discretion .of the Governor as Com
mander-in-Chief; and the period of time for which such 
officers are held as supernumerary may be includedl in 
computing the necessary length of service to entitle a 
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commissioned officer to be placed upon the retired list. 
The Governor as Commander-in-Chief shall have 

power, in case of war, invasion, insurrection, riot, or 
imminent danger thereof, to increase the land forces of 
this Commonwealth and organize the same in accordl
ance with the existing rules anrl regulations governing 
the armies of the United States, as the exigency of the 
occasion ruay require; and such organization and in
crease may be either pursuant to, or in advance of, 
any call made by the President. 

'!.'he Governor may, in his discretion, place the Na
tional (Juard or any part thereof on active duty when 
an invasion of the State or an insurrection in the State 
occurs or is threcitened, or when tumult, riot, or mobs 
shall exfat, or in imminence thereof. 

Section 2. That section twenty-two of said act, 
which was amended by section five of an act, approved 
the fifth day of March, one thousand nine hund1'ed andi 
twenty-five (Pamphlet Laws, fourteen), entitled "An 
act to amend sections two and nine; to repeal section 
ten; to amend section sixteen, and section twenty-two 
as amendled, sections twenty-three, thirty-one, section 
thirty-two as amended, section fifty-two, section fifty
four as amended, section fifty-seven as amended, and 
section sixty-five of an act, approved the seventeenth 
day of May, one thousand! nine hundred and twenty-one 
(Pamphlet I ... aws, eight hundred and sixty-nine), en
titled 'An act providing for the organization, govern
ment, discipline, maintenance, and regulation of the 
armed land! forces of this Commonwealth,' " is hereby 
further amended to read as follows: 

Retirement of Officers and Enlisted Men 
Section 22. Commissioned officers who shall have 

served forty years, either as [an officer] officers or en
listed [man] men or both, in the Pennsylvania Xational 
Guard or the Penn.~ylvania Reserve Militia, or both, 
~hall, upon application made to the Adjutant General, 
be retired from active service, and placed upon the re
tired list: [as .of the next higher grade; except a 
major general, whose grade upon the retired list shall 
remain the same; and when any commissioned officer 
is sixty-four years of age, he shall be retired! from ac
tive service, and may be placed upon the retired list as 
of the next higher grade; except a major general, whose 
grade on the retired list shall remain the same.] Pro
vided, That service in the volunteer forces of the United 
States, or in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps thereof 
<lJuring [the War with Spain, in Mexican border service, 
or in] (J;ny of tltc '/car;; of the United States, or during 
any other Federal service, may be included as twice its 
actual length in computing the forty years of service 
required for retirement. 1Vhen a commissioned officer 
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is sixty-four years of age he shall be retired from active 
sernice and placed upon the retired list. 

Commissioned officers who shall have served as such 
in the Pennsylvania National Guard or the Pennsyl
vania Reserve Militia, or both, may, upon application 
made to the Adjutant General, be placed upon the re
tired list as of the highest grade such officers may have 
held in their service: Provided That [he] such officers 
shall have held [a commission as an officer of] commis
sions in the Pennsylvania National Guard or the Penn
sylvania Reserve Militia, or both, for a period of at 
least ten years in the aggregate: Provided further, 
That service in the volunteer forces [in] of the United 
States Army in [the War with Spain, in Mexican 
border service, in the World Wiar, or in any other 
Federal service,"] any 'U:ar or in any other Federal serv-

. ice may be computed as of twice its actual length. 
[Provided further, That where ser"vice in the War with 
Spain or the World War is computed then such retire
ment shall be of the next higher grade held in the serv
ice, except in the case a major general, when the 
grade shall remain the same. The Governor as Com
mander-in-Chief shall have power, and is hereby au
thorized, to relieve from active service, and place upon 
the retired list as of the next higher grade, any com
missioned officer who has served continuously in any 
one grade for fifteen years.] The commission of any 
officer [so relieved from active duty and] placed upon 
the retired list shall be considered terminated, and 
the office held by him as vacated. When an officer 
has become incapable, from any cause, of perform
Jng the duties of his office, he may be ordered be
fore an efficiency board, created as herein provided 
and sitting as a retiring board. If [he] said officer 
is found disqualified [by reason of physical disability 
incurred in the line of duty, he may] he shall be 
retired as of the [next higher grade, but if he is 
found disqualified for any other reason, he shall be 
retired without increase in grade] highest gmde he 
held in the sermce. The action of every such board 
shall be subject to the approval of the Governor as Com
mander-in-Chief. All retired officers shall be entitled 
to wear the uniform of their grade as retired officers of 
the Pennsylvania National Guard on all proper mili
tary or semimilitary occasions. Enlisted men who shall 
have served thirty years in the Pennsylvania National 
Guard, or who have become dlisqualified by reason of 
physical disability incurred in the line of duty, shall, 
upon application made to the Adjutant General, be 
i·etired from active service and placed upon the enlisted 
nwn's retired list: [as of the next higher grade; and 
service in the volunteer forces of the United States, or 
in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps, thereof, during 
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the '\Var with Spain, in Mexican border service, in the 
World! ·war, or in any] Provided, That service in the 
volunteer forces of the United States in any war or in 
any other Federal service may be included as twice its 
actual length in computing the thirty years service re
quired for retirement. [And provided further, That 
the Uovernor may confer upon any citizen who has been 
connected with any military college located! within, and 
incorporated under the laws of the Commonwealth, and 
who has had a commission as an officer for a period of 
thirty years or more granted by the Governor in accord
ance with the laws of this Commonwealth, brevet rank 
of not more than one grade higher than the highest 
rank held by him during the term he was so commis
sioned.] 

APPlWVED-'l'he 2Rth day of April, A. D. 1927. 

JOHN S. FISHER 

No. 327 

AN ACT 

Authorizing churches, cemetery ()()mpanies, and burial associations 
to lease or convey coal and other minerals; providing for the use 
and expenditure of the funds derived therefrom and for the 
support of the overlying surface. 

Section 1. Be it enacted, &c., That from and after 
the passage of this act, it shall be lawful for all in~ 
corporated or unincorporated churches, cemetery com
panies, and burial associations, now prevented by char-
1·er restrictions or otherwise from leasing or selling 
any coal or other minerals owned by them, to so lease 
aud convey; and said churches, companies, and asso
ciations are hereby authorized and empowered to 
sell, lease, or convey said coal and other minerals sub
ject to such conditions as will ensure the support 
of the overlying surface, and subject also to the re
quirement that at least fifty per centum of said coal 
and other minerals shall be left in place properly 
disfributed to support the surface, and that no min
ing be done or permitted closer to the surface than 
two hundred feet. 

Section 2. The funds realized by such lease or sale 
shall be used ancl applied only for the purchase 
and acqni~ition of additional land for the purposes 
and uses of said churches, companies, and associa
tions, or for the improvement, care, beautifying, en
dowment and maintenance of their properties. 
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